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Mr. Franz detanblatt, a patient. of Dr. Wilson's in the Gibney Pavilion, - 
anda United Press Correspondent who was recently liberated by the U.S. Armed Forces 
from the Bilibid Prison Camp in the Philippines, has. Rainines contributed the fol..omtng 
article for our papers - 

“Longs narrow. buildings, jam-packed vith men. Men sleeping, sprawling, 
sitting and standing between the buildings; well men, men in casts, men with dysen= 
tery, mlearia, etc. 9,000 of them, jammed into Bilibid prison camp. This is what . . 
we saw when the Canacao Nave Hospital unit walked into Bilibid on Decoration Day, 
1942 6 

One small building, formerly the chapel, contained hundreds. of men on B poet! 
concrete floor--dysentery cases living in their own filth. ‘Ye brought very little 
in the way ofmedical supplies with us. However, these medical officers and corpsmen 
rolled up their sleeves and went to work. In ten days, Bilibid Hospital Camp was on 
a running. basis. Showers had been installed, wards had been. formed, both medical 
and surgical, isolation wards contained dysentery and other contagious diseases. 

Each ward had its médical officer and corpsmen,. Meanwhile, Japanese had weeded out 
the well men and sent them to Camp #1 at Cabanatuan. l/e had hundreds of mélaria. 
cases but no quinine; dysentery cases were treated with liquid made of charcoal. 
Surgery was set up and operations performed daily under the very crudest. of. condi- . 
tions. Sterilization facilities were lacking, flies were a menace, even surgicel 
instruments were fev and far between. No x#rays, of course, and yet these doctors 
carried’ out their operations when needed with very few losses. It wes six. months 
before the Japanese turned over to us some of. our own medical supplies they had 
captured on Corregidor. These supplies,together with Red Cross shipments in 1942 
and 1943, carried this particular hospital through with a minimum of fatalities. 
While conditions for patients were nothing: to brag about, they were adequate and I, 
for one, always kept the thought in, back of my mind that eventually I would.get into 
a real hospital where I could have clean sheets whenever I wanted, food whenever I 
wanted it and, of course, excellent medical ‘and nursing care, And here I am with 
realisation for once in my life living up to anticipation." 


debit le Krida. and Wilson Keller went: brook. trout. fishing one SBT. last week, 
A Bond time was had by all: including the fish period : 


iri the List of operations in New York City felony ery published. daily by 
the Academy of Medicine a. new operation was recently listed. It was "transurethral 
resection of distal one-third of esophagus" Moni is whet might be called doing it 
the —e WEY e . Gow Biakd Nedsett ein 


But here's one on US. Lowell Thoms calls: to our attention a typographie- 


cal error in our issue of March lst, in which issue we printed a description which 
Lowell sent us of the procedure for doing hernias in Persia, In describing the ine 


cision for the herniotomy, we printed "incision is made through a fine mesh gauze 


which hes been Lehi to the bi Jers by tr, benz. comp.” Lowell writes that "spine" 


BR, Pa 


should have been "skin", that they in the Army still stick to the old reliable — 
Bassini procedure learned at Dr. Burdick's elbow and under the watchful eyes of Dre 
Beekman, Grace, Gillespie, Coley, 9% al. He goes on to sey, "But in case anyone 
should try ows the procedurs described, he might encounter so mony difficulties by 
beginning on ths spine that he would never get that old hernia repaired, But if he 
still wants to try it that way all I can say is best of luck and renounce any fur= 
ther responsibility. I have spoken," 


Under date of March 23rd, Colonel Coley wrote us from Camp Beale, Calif. 
"T am avaiting.to de.'shipped out‘. The exact mature of my assignment is still not 
clear to me.’ Tt should be interesting after 2¢-years in the Army nearly ell of 
which was spent in Texas and adjacent states comprising the 8th Service Ccmmind. 
Not that Téxas (isn’t a fine state and-its people the most genuinely friendly and 
gérier ous “folks ‘you could find enywhere but ‘the idea’ of ‘spending the rest of my time. 
thers, now thot the main training period ‘is over and the cream of ‘the crop of ours”: 
boys are in fvreign theaters didn't appeal to me.” He cominer.ds*our campaign for 
collecting stamps “for the ‘wounded. ‘He asks, “Heve they installed foam rubber seats 
inthe chairs in the-Herni# Glub:yet’ or don't they have time to sit down any more? . 
My best’ regards to ‘évéryone ‘at the hospital," etods 7 ; PO. 92 , 


Here is a new one for the books. A letter wes recently received addressed © 
"Cripplés and Rupturing Hospital”. | | : 


“—e * “Mis « Marthe Medden; one of our night.floor supervisors, received word re- 
cently from her husband that he came ‘through-the Iwo Jima campaign unharmed.: He iss 
& Sergeant-Major with the Fifth U.S. Marine Division, e ..stond aakemt 3 


en Mr. BohTever, ‘our’ storekseper, hes received word from his son Sergeant 
Daniel F, Bohleber, U.S. Merines,-that he came through the Iwo Jima campaign safely 
‘and now at a rest camp on some Pacific islend. Sergeant Bohleber is connected with 
the Headquarters cf the Air Support Command, rok Be YTD] 


Mr. and Mrs. Michael Divine celebrated: their’ Fortieth Wedding Anniversary: 
on April 2nd." We extend ‘our congratuletions. Mike is still greeting early arrivals 
at the hospital “esch morning as he tidies up our sidewalk and is’ still carrying =~ 
hospital records to court. a Bs 19D gat 


’” “Miss ‘Katherine Risi, popular member of our’Accounting Department, was 
married on April 9th to Pvt. Amadeo Basile, A.U<S., at St. Mary’s Church, Long 
Island City, New York. ‘Pvt. Basile, who has beon* in the Army for: two years, is now. 
stationed at Camp Livingston, La. After a-brief honeymoon, Mrs. Basile. will be back 
with us. OES bse De NAVE Et ‘ 


“Mrs. Agnes Donahue’s nephew, Pvt. Edward Murray, A.U.S., has come home 
from overseas efter three years in the) Pacific. Pvt. Murray‘s service included 
six major battles and his outfit, the 24th Infantry, was among the first to land on 
Leyte. “After a stay in the hospital in the Philippines where our Major Joyner is 
stationed, Pvt. Murray is: at home for a thirty day furlough. . ote 


Olive Fischer has a message for Homer Pheasant, to wits having the name 
Homer does not appear to have invoked the poetic muse and perhaps Major Pheasant 


should go back’ to his pursuits of the graphic arts. 


. The Red Cross campaign has just closed and the employees of the hospital 
contributed $541.56 to this worthy cause. We are now organizing our campaign for 


wtebe 


the Seventh Yar Loan. The quota given to us by the U.S. Treasury is $65,000. te 
‘have confiderice that we will meet this quota’and sincerely hope that we will exceed 


Dr. Wilson has received a lettor from Captain Welter Graham from Valley 
Forge General Hospital. He writes, *The work on hands has built up tremendously 
and we now have four to five hundred of them. This hospital apparently has been 
made &@ hand center and they are sending them from all over the country as well as 


from overseas,™ 


Major Bob Patterson writes Dr. \Jilson, "Since I last wrote, we have been 
in tents for seven months and nov at last have moved into something nice, and a plese 
that has heat part of the time, but is in out of the rainiand cold. I have a lovely 
setup for orthopaedic work. Te are in a building about 50 yards from the main 
hospital. It was formerly used by the French and the Germans for an orthopaedic 
service and so many of the things are here that we can use. Tie have been using and 
found terrible the captured German plaster. Their Hawley tables are no good and 
even our little portable Army table that fits ina suitcase is much better than 
anything that they had. (We were able to get some German wheelchairs that are the 
best that I have ever seen. Also they had some twelve inch ace bandages that come 
in handy when there is a shortage of certain things. I have two men with me, 
McAllister and-Herndon, both Harvard men and Mac has been vith me about two years 
and Herndon was with the American Hospital in Britain. They do all the work and 
all Ido is to walk about and talk and all that. I have been able to get out a bit 
for I have been covering-certain areas for Mather Cleveland. Neil Rogers of the 
American Hospital in Britain is still our chief of Neurosurgery. He has been able 
to get out to his’ old hospital in Paris and get some of the stuff that he left there 
when the Jerries came in. He was also an able interpreter when we were in Normandy 
in getting us a French women to do our washing.” Bob thanks the Record & Chronicle 
for the euphoric title of Lt. Colonel. He writes, "I am still and will be a Major 
- not Lt. Col. Thanks just the same.” | 


Lt. Kathleen Mulhall, A.N.C. formerly head nurse stopped in for a visit on 
April 3rd. She had just graduated from her basic training course at Fte Dixy Ned. 
She states there was so much hiking, marching and drilling that now she knows why 
patients come to orthopaedic clinic for treatment for their feete She had gained 
nine pounds and looked very healthy and most attractive in her Army uniform, She 
is at present in charge of an ambulatory werd at Tilton General Hospital, Ft. Dix Neb 


Ernie Burgess writes Dr. ‘tilson from Billings General Hospital, Ft. Ben= 
jamin Harrison, Indiana, In writing about their work on osteomyletis, he states, 
‘Yo have made great strides with the technique and I believe it is going to prove a 
real step forward. Quite a number of men from other general hospitals have been 
here to visit’and work with us taking the technique back to their installations, 
Pete Rizzo and Col. Nadeau from Fletcher were over a few weeks ago, I have been 
-over here at Billings since January." (We reported in the last issue of the R. & C. 
that Col. Armand Fischer is head of the Orthopaedic Service at Billings.) Ernie 
goes on to say that the section is one of the largest in the Army. "We now have 
about 1860 orthopaedic beds. Elaine Thoms, the Russell Lambs and Frenk and Mrs. 

_ Teague are &1l here in Indianapolis so we practically have anR. & C. Club. All of 
which brings me to congratulate the editor of the Record & Chronicle for that grand 
editorial on the spirit of R. &C.” (Editor's notes: K. G. Hansson, please take a 
bow.) He adds, "If any of the men get out this wey, they should surely stop by. 
My regards to everyone. I have been wondering how Van is taking to his new 
granddaughter.” ) 


cohen xs 


Former Van has recently returned from Florida, looking very hale and heartye 
He is now getting his farm up in Connecticut ready for its spring planting. Rich 
Stephens, another Connecticut Yankee, has a fine coat of tan. As it is not of the 
city variety, it is evidently the tan of Connecticut farmers. 


Ye are still receiving notes of thanks for the Christmas shoe horn. which 
we sent to all of yeu. Lovell Thoms writes, "T use it for getting into telephone 
booths," Evidently Christmas packages are still arriving or we hope will arrive as 
there are many from whom we have not heard. ‘le hope that eventually you.will all 
receive yours. 


tle threatened Nick DeSanto with removal: from our miling list. if.we. did not 
heer from him. He writes us from U.S. Naval Hospital, Oceanside, Cale, "I certainly 
don't want to be off the mailinglist. In fact, I read the Record & Chronicle eager= 
ly and usually resread it in the Nev York Medical Week. I have been stationed here 
17 months now and since that time nany' changes have taken place in this, activity. 
“le are most ‘closely affiliated with Camp Pendleton. The camp covers @n area. of 250 
square miles. There is seashore, mountain 2nd desert mixed in profusion so that the 
terrain is suited for many types of training including amphibious warfare training. 
The 4th and Sth Marine Divisions’ which have already made history were trained here 
and I have seen them come and go. Lately, we have been receiving numerous, drafts of 
overseas casualties. They come from all corners of the Pacific. Rehabilitation is 
now playing @ big part in restoring these men to usefulness and the program, underway 
ineludes much in the wey of formal. educational classes. in the various trades and in 
continuing courses started in high school and college. I begin after 16 months to _ 
feel like one of the old timers and only a) few of us who were here at the opening of 
the hospital in September 1943 are still: around and that not for long. During that 
time, the hospital hes changed physically in many ways. It consists of some forty 
lerge frame buildings housing the various medicel and surgicel wards, a large hospi- 
teal for dependents where there is an active obstetrical and pediatrics service and 
of course extensive quarters for the corpsmen and ‘Javed. The letter are doing an 
excellent job here and have already replaced about 50% of the mile corpsmen and soon 
will replace about 75% My own problems in the laboratory have been eased consider= 
ably since their arrival. I am running an active laboratory service for this. 1500 
bed hospital together with a laboratory school for technicians and an active blood 
bank. All this is rather tame and prosaic compared to duty overseas and vhen I read 
of the activities of my colleagues there, men like Bob Patterson, Don Dial, Bill 
Cooper, ‘Burstein and all the rest, I feel once again like a civilian in uniform. 
However, my time to go out again will come I feel certain. Give my regards to all 
the members of the staff. Although this is e pleasant place in southern California 
with @ll the sunshine that that implies, it will be a happy day when I can once 
again cuss for not being able to find a parking place on East 42nd Street." 


The copy of the Annual Report is in the hands of the printer. The Pro- 
fessional Staff will be listed pretty much as it has for the last year or two as 
the Medical Board and the Board of Managers have adopted the policy, of not advance ing 
anyone on the steff for the duration of the war or until you fellows are discharged 
from the service. oo 


Don Dial writes Dr. ‘tilson from Belgium under date of Mar. 18, Last fall 
he was with an orthopaedic team of the 5th Surgical Aux. ‘When his unit, the 16th, 
moved up, he was called back. "Theoretically, we were a rear echelon organization 
but recently I believe we were the farthest forward general hospital in this sector. 
During the breakthrough in Decey 1 think we were the nearest hospital of any sent to 
the front. We were instructed to be ready to evacuate on short notice. Dec, and 
Jan. were rather tense and exciting for us. The R. & C. tells of so many of its men 
who are in this general locality but so far I have failed to run across any of them." 
He sends his best wishes to all the staff. 


